INDIA AGAIN

Stories of our rowdiness went round, of course, and all
expected Douglas to be furious with me, but he only
laughed. He did not, however, enjoy paying the bill

Douglas rather disliked being tied by the Legislative
Council, which had just been started. He hated the atmo-
sphere and all the talking. He felt it was no place for a
soldier, and it seemed so ridiculous that both the Com-
mander-in-Chief and himself should be obliged to attend.
Their obvious duty was with the troops, and eventually
Douglas got himself removed from the Council.

We paid rather a delightful two days' visit to the Tilneys
(iyth Lancers) at Meerut, and Douglas enjoyed being with
his old regiment again; then on to Pindi where Douglas
left me with the Wodehouses whilst he was in camp for
manoeuvres. We returned to Simla early in April to another
house, "Hollyoak", for which I had made arrangements
beforehand. Douglas thought it very comfortable and con-
gratulated me.

On May yth, 1910, we heard the sad news of the King's
death. It was a terrible blow because we had not realised
that His Majesty was so ill. I wired at once to Miss Charlotte
Knollys: "Please express to the Queen and Princess
Victoria our deepest sympathy. And with the House-
hold we mourn. Doris and Douglas Haig." We were very
upset by the news, but Douglas never expressed just how
much we really felt the loss. I must put on record our
personal feelings at the time. Both of us realised that besides
a great King we had lost a master and friend whose un-
failing interest had been a constant inspiration to us. The
King had first come across Douglas when the latter was
staying with Henrietta and Willie Jameson at Stowlangtoft
for a shooting-party, shortly before he went to the Sudan*
The King had then taken a great interest in the young
soldier. He had asked Douglas to write to him and in the
dictated replies sent, the King would give kindly advice,
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